Mark L. Walton
"Weather for the outdoor enthusiast": This presentation will discuss weather safety for the outdoor enthusiast.

Mark L. Walton is a hydrologist with the National Weather Service and manages the hydrologic program for the
National Weather Service Forecast Office in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He received his B.S. in Watershed
management at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point in 1980 and his M.S. in Natural Resources/Remote
Sensing at the University of Michigan in 1983. He joined the National Weather Service

in 1984, and for six years worked as a research hydrologist in the Hydrologic Research Laboratory of the National
Weather Service” Office of Hydrology. There he worked on the Next Generation Weather Radar (NEXRAD)
project. He then spent four years as a Service Hydrologist at the Weather Service Forecast Office in White Lake,
Michigan, before taking on his present position in 1995 as a Service Hydrologist with the Weather Service Office in
Grand Rapids. He also serves on the board of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, is a charter member and
Vice Chairman of the Michigan Committee for Severe Weather Awareness, serves as a member of the NEXRAD
Technical Advisory Committee, and is an avid canoeist. His canoeing adventures include trips to the BWCA,
Apostle Islands, Killarney Provincial Park, Lake Michigan, and various Michigan rivers.



